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Unit Three

Contents

I. Key words and useful expressions:  
1.   Section A: compromise, illusion, mutual, compatible, resistance, reservation, confirms, suspect, proceed, resolve, ups and downs, on the surface

2.   Section B: ingredient, concerning, anticipate, criticism, compact, spot, compel, innocent, modest, win over, proceed to, hit it off

II. Sentence patterns 
1.  We had experienced the usual ups and downs of a couple learning to know, understand, and respect each other. 

2   It’s never too late to change your mind.  

3  Gail sometimes wondered why I and other blacks were so involved with the racial issue

4  I was surprised that she seemed to forget the subtler forms of racial hatred in American society.

5.  He made it very clear when we were discussing marriage that if I had any doubts about anything, I should not hesitate to cancel our plan

Warm-up 

1. What views do you have for marriage across the nations?

2. What’s the reaction of your parents will be, if you will marry with a foreigner?

3. Suppose you will marry with a foreigner. For what reasons do you live together?

Text Study:  

Section A       Marriage Across the Nations

New Words & Expressions

1. compromise   n. [C, U] giving up of certain demands by each side, so that an agreement may be reached which satisfies both to some degree 

妥协，折衷，和解
She found that compromise was always the best way when she quarreled with her mother.  

It is hoped that a compromise will be reached in today's talk. 

vi. settle a difference, etc., by making a compromise  妥协，折衷
Party unity is threatened when members will not compromise. 

Well, you want $400 and I say $300, so let's compromise at $350. 

vt. bring sb. / sth. / oneself into danger by foolish acts 

危及... ...的安全，使受牵连
He has compromised himself by accepting money from them. 

If we back down on this, our name will be compromised. 

2. illusion  n. 1). [C] false idea, belief or impression  错误的观点、信念或印象
I have no illusions about my ability. We're left with few illusions about our partners. 

2).[C] thing that a person wrongly believes to exist; false idea  假象
The calm on the streets is an illusion -people are very angry. 

In the hot sun the surface of the road seems wet, but that is only an illusion.

3. mutual  a. 1). (of feeling or an action) felt or done by each to the other

（指感情或行动）相互的
Their working well together was based on mutual respect, trust and understanding.  

2). shared by two or more people  (两人或多人) 共同的，共有的
mutual interests  共同的利益
The plan was ended by mutual agreement. 

4. compatible a. 1). (of people, ideas, differences, etc.) suitable; able to exist together （指人、思想、论点、原则等）适合的，可共存的
The couple separated because they were not compatible. 

Make sure you're compatible with him before you start sharing a house. 

2). (of equipment) able to use together  (指设备) 兼容的，配套的
The computer program isn't compatible with this operating system. 

The printer is compatible with most computers. 

5. incompatible   a. not able to live or work happily with sb. 

I have never seen such an incompatible couple.

6. overlook   vt. 1). fail to see or notice sth.; miss  漏看，没注意到，忽略
He overlooked a spelling mistake on the first page. 

I overlooked this problem and have to deal with it now. 

2). pretend not to notice; forgive  不予注意，宽恕
We'll overlook your bad behavior this time, but don't do it again. 

She overlooked his offensiveness and tried to pretend nothing had happened. 

3) . have or give a view of (a place) from above  俯视，眺望
Her bedroom has large windows overlooking a lake. 

The house is surrounded by trees, so it's not overlooked at all.  

The trees all around are covered in buds.

7. counsel   vt. advise, give advice and support to  劝告, 忠告, 辅导, 提供咨询
He counseled them to give up the plan.  他劝他们放弃这个计划。
The school is now providing a service to counsel students with drug problems. 

n. [U] advice; ideas  劝告，意见，建议
I should have listened to my father's wise counsel, and saved some money instead of spending it all. 

Good counsel does no harm.  <谚>忠言有利无害。 

8. harbor (英harbour)     

vt. 1). keep (sth.) secretly in one's mind 心怀，怀有
I'm certainly not harboring a secret desire for the man, if that's what you are thinking. 

2). give shelter to (a criminal, etc.); protect 庇护，窝藏（罪犯），隐匿
The trees harbor monkeys. 树林里有猴子。
There will be a serious punishment for anyone who harbors criminals. 

9. charm    n. [U] power of pleasing or attracting people; attractiveness  

魅力，吸引力
She was a woman of great charm and she knew how to use it. 

It's a town with a lot of old-world charm. 

vt. attract，delight， or influence by charm  使高兴, 使迷醉, 吸引
He's a very effective boss; he in some way charms you into doing what he wants. 

10. confirm   vt. 1). prove (a report, an opinion, etc.) true or correct证实，证明，确定
The announcements confirmed that the election would take place on June 20th. 

Everything you have just said confirms us in the view that nobody can be trusted. 

2). make (a plan or meeting) certain, often by telephone or writing 

（通过电话、书信）确定，确认（安排、会议）
a note asking us to confirm when we would be arriving 

I'd like to confirm a reservation for a double room on the first of July. 

11. suspect   vt. 1). have an idea of the existence or truth of (sth.); believe 

猜想，疑有，觉得
Most people don't, I suspect, realize this. 

He couldn't have suspected who she was. 

He suspected a plot against his life. 

2). feel doubt about (sth.); mistrust  

I suspect the truth of her statement.  

n. [C] a person suspected of a crime, etc.  嫌疑犯
The police have caught two suspects in connection with the bank robbery. 

Last week the police finally had a suspect for the murder. 

a. not to be trusted; possibly false  靠不住的，不可信的，可疑的
His statements are suspect.  

His fitness is suspect, so we can't risk including him in the team.

12. hesitate  v. 1). be slow to speak or act because one feels uncertain or unwilling; pause in doubt 犹豫, 踌躇, 迟疑
He who hesitates is lost.  当断不断，必受其患。
2). be reluctant  不愿，勉强
Don't hesitate to tell us if you have a problem. 

If I were you, I wouldn't hesitate to buy that jacket.

13. cancel     vt. 1). say that (sth. already planned and decided upon) will not be done or take place  取消
The match had to be canceled because of bad weather. 

British Airways are canceling flights to Poland.

2). cross out (sth. written)  删去
Cancel that last sentence.   

14. proceed   vi. 1). go to a further or the next stage; go on  着手，继续进行
Having said how much she liked it, she then proceeded to make critical comments about the way I'd done it. 

Let's proceed to the next question.  

2). make one's way; go   前进，行进
The crowd proceeded to the church. 

Proceed to the next light, and then turn left. 

15. quote   v. repeat the words that sb. else has said or written  引用，引述，援引
She worked, to quote her daughter, "as if there was no tomorrow" 

He's always quoting from the Bible.

n. [C] group of words taken from a book, play, speech, etc. and used again, usually by sb. other than the writer  引语
a dictionary of quotes  

She finished her speech with a quote from Shakespeare. 

她引用莎士比亚作品的一句话来结束自己的演说。 

16. realistic     

a. 1). based on facts rather than on feelings or illusion; practical 

务实的，实际的（根据事实而不根据感情和幻想）
Be realistic, you can't expect a big wage at eighteen. 

You have to be realistic about how long the job is going to take. 

2). appearing to be existing or happening in fact  逼真的，像实际存在或发生的
The scene in the film where the dinosaur is born from the egg was unbelievably realistic.   

17. resolve   vt. 1). end (a problem or difficulty)  解决，解除
We need to resolve this difference quickly.  。
The couple resolved their differences and made an effort to get along. 

2). decide; determine  决定，决心
The company resolved to take further action against the thieves. 

She resolved that she would never speak to him again.

18. ups and downs   the changing of good and bad luck 好运坏运交替；盛衰；浮沉
He stuck by her through all life's ups and downs. 

Like most married couples we've had our ups and downs, but life is like that. 

19. work out  develop in a certain way; turn out  按某种方式发展，结果为
Things worked out quite well. 

Is your new roommate working out OK?  

20. all along   all the time; from the beginning  始终，从开始一直
I realized I had had it in my pocket all along.  

She was kind to me all along.  

21. learn of  become aware of (sth.) through information or observation; realize 

获悉，听说，认识到
I'm sorry to learn of your illness. 

We were shocked when we learned of his sudden death. 

Detailed Study of the Text

1.… we had experienced the usual ups and downs of a couple learning to know,  understand, and respect each other. (Para. 1)  

Meaning: Like any other couples who were learning to know, understand, and respect each other, we had had both happy and unhappy periods. 

2. But through it all we had honestly confronted the weaknesses and strengths of each other’s characters. (Para. 1)   

Meaning: But in experiencing all the ups and downs we had honestly faced and tried to deal with the weak sides and good sides of each other’s characters.  

through: prep. from the beginning to the end of  

I have read halfway through the article but found it uninteresting.   

The company is going through a very difficult period. 

the weaknesses and strengths of her theory  

3. Our racial and cultural differences enhanced our relationship and taught us a great deal about tolerance, compromise, and being open with each other. (Para. 2)  

Meaning: Our racial and cultural differences helped to better our relationship and taught us a great deal about how one recognizes and respects the beliefs or practices of the other (that is, tolerance), how one settles differences between us by sharing decision responsibilities (that is compromise) and being honest with each other.  

compromise: n. 

A compromise is a situation in which people accept something slightly different from what they really want, because of situations or because they are considering the wishes of other people. Examples:  

He asked $1,500 for his old car, but I thought it was only worth $1,000. We finally reached a compromise and I paid $1,250.  

Both sides are determined to get what they want, and there seems to be no possibility of compromise. 

“Compromise” can be used as an intransitive verb with a related meaning.

He asked more than I was willing to pay, so we compromised on a price in between. 

The government has compromised with other party leaders over the date of the next general election. 

.4. .. and being open with each other. (Para. 2)   

open: a. willing to talk honestly, frank  

Let’s be open with each other. 

He is a very frank and open person. 

5. Gail sometimes wondered why I and other blacks were so involved with the racial issue, ... (Para.2)   

Meaning: Gail sometimes expressed a wish to know why I and other blacks gave so much time, energy and attention to the racial issue.  

(be / get) involved with: give a lot of time, effort, or attention to ...  

He was involved with working out a plan. 

6. Gail and I had no illusions about what the future held for us as a married, mixed couple in America. (Para.3)   

Meaning: Gail and I were not idealistic about what the future would offer us in America as a married couple, one being black and the other being white.  

illusion: n. [C] false idea, belief or impression  

I have no illusions about his ability ;  he is just no good.    

This word is often used in the phrase: “be under an illusion”, which means : “believe wrongly”. This phrase is usually followed by a that-clause.  

We are all under the illusion that the country is doing well economically, but in fact it is in serious difficulty. 

7.… for a time had a negative effect on our budding relationship. (Para.4)  

Meaning: For a certain time (their divorce) had a bad effect on our relationship that had just begun to develop.  

for a time: for a certain period; temporarily  

The professor stayed in London for a time. 

For a time the police thought she might be guilty. 

Here in this sentence, “budding” is used in its figurative sense, meaning “starting to  develop”. An example:  a budding writer 初露头角的作家   

8. Instead of congratulations upon hearing our news, Deborah counseled Gail to be really sure she was doing the right thing.(Para.5)  

Meaning: When Deborah heard our plans, she did not express her congratulations but advised Gail to be really sure that it was the marriage she did want.  

congratulations: n. [pl.] If you offer someone your congratulations, you congratulate them on something nice that has happened to them or something admirable that they have done.  

to offer one’s congratulations on her success 

Congratulations on your marriage! 

upon: prep. (the same as “on”) immediately after, directly after (and often as a result of) 

Upon (or: On) hearing the news, she burst into tears. 

He got a good job upon (or: on) graduation.    

9. Is his color the problem, ...? (Para.6)  

Meaning: Is it his black skin color that makes our marriage unacceptable?   

… I harbored reservations about a mixed marriage, prejudices you might even call them. (Para.7)   

Meaning: I had doubts whether a marriage between a white and a black would work out well, which you might even call prejudices.  

harbor: vt. have (feelings, thoughts, images, etc.) in one’s mind over a long period of time 

10. He harbors a secret hatred against his father.  

... my friends talk... (Para. 7)  

talk: vi. speak about other people’s actions and private lives, tell stories  

Don’t park your car outside my house; you know how people talk!     

11. When we met I saw him as my beloved, intelligent, charming, and caring. (Para.7)  

Meaning: When we met I regarded him as the one I loved because he was smart, attractive and caring.  

see ... as: imagine, regard or perceive ... as  

His father saw him as a man who could not make a living for himself. 

I see it as my duty to find him a job.  

Women are sometimes seen as less effective managers.   

Sometimes “as” can be replaced by “to be”, but keeps the same meaning. For example,  the last example can be rewritten as:

Women are sometimes seen to be less effective managers.  

12. … time will only confirm what we feel deeply about each other.(Para.8)  

Meaning: In the future our deep love of each other will be supported by the truth of facts in the future.  

13. But I still think that waiting won’t hurt. (Para.9)   

Meaning: But I still think it is wise to wait (to make sure that you are doing the right thing); but I still think it’ll do you good not to be in haste.  

hurt: v. cause harm or difficulty (to)  

These new laws will hurt a lot of companies. 

Have another drink; one more drink won’t hurt. 

14. Gail’s father, David, whom I had not yet met personally, approached our decision with a father-knows-best attitude. (Para.10)   

Meaning: I had not yet met Gail’s father, David, face to face. He dealt with our decision in a way that seemed he was the most experienced in finding out the truth.  

approach: vt. begin to consider or deal with  

There are several ways of approaching this problem. 

The bank has approached the issue in a practical way.      

15.… he immediately suspected that … (Para.10)  

suspect: vt. believe (esp. something bad) to true or likely  

He seems poor, but I suspect that he has quite a lot of money.   

We suspect they’ll be a little late.  

I suspect they are very disappointed.  

Compare: 

doubt: believe that something is probably not true or possible.

I doubt that he’ll come.    I doubt what he said.  

16. Then why the rush? Buy time, buy time … (Para.12)  

Meaning: Then why do you want to get married so soon? Delay your decision about marriage that seems too soon.  

buy time: delay an action or decision that seems to be coming too soon  

She tried to buy time by doing a lot of talking. 她企图以滔滔不绝的谈话来拖延时间。 

17. Her father proceeded to quote statistics showing … (Para.14)   

Meaning: After that, her father continued trying to persuade her to change her mind by using statistics to support his point that showed …   

18.… it’s never too late to change your mind. (Para.21)   

Meaning: You can change your mind any time, however soon or late.  

Other examples with the pattern “never too… to (do)”:  

One is never too old to learn. (= No one is so old that he cannot learn.)    

It is never too late to mend. (proverb) 
Section B     Rich Meeting His Future Mother-in-law

New Words & Expressions

1. brilliant   a. 1).highly skilled, unusually good, very clever 

出色的, 才华横溢的,聪颖的
She's got a brilliant sense of humor.  

It was in many ways a brilliant plan.  

2). full of light, shining or bright in color  光辉的，明亮的 

The rooms were all painted brilliant white.  

He flashed me a brilliant smile.  

2. arrange   vt. 1). plan the details of (a future event); organize 

准备，筹备，组织，安排
I've arranged that one of my classmates will meet you at the airport. 

Please arrange for a taxi to collect us after the meeting. 

2). put sth. in order; make organized, or attractive  排列，整理，布置
arrange flower 

She arranged all her books on the shelves neatly.  

3.cube  vt. cut (food) into six-sided pieces  切（食物）成方块
cube the potatoes  

n. 1). a hard object with six square sides of equal size 立方体
Cut the meat into small cubes.  

The ice cubes in the bottom of her glass made a ringing sound as she drank. 

2)（数）立方，三次幂 

The cube of 2 is 8. 

The cube root of 125 is 5.  

4. slice   vt. cut sth. into thin wide flat pieces 

Could you slice me a very thin piece of cake? 

He sliced the top off his finger while he was cutting vegetables.

n. [C] a flat, often thin, piece of food that has been cut from a large piece 片 

a slice of bread  Would you like another slice of beef? 

5. chop vt. cut (sth.) into pieces with a knife or other sharp instruments 砍，切，剁碎
Most of the diseased trees were chopped down last year. 

George Washington chopped down the cherry tree when he was a little boy. 

乔治·华盛顿小时候砍倒了那棵樱桃树。
n. [C] a small piece of meat with bone still in it  排骨
a pork chop  

6. concerning   prep. about (sb. / sth.) 关于 

a letter concerning your complaints 封与你的投诉有关的信 

If you have any information concerning the recent event at the station, please contact the police. 

7. anticipate     
vt. 1). see (what is going to happen or what needs to be done) and then act.事前处理，预先准备
She anticipates all her mother's needs. 

Anticipating that it would soon be dark, all of them took flashlights. 

2). expect (sth.) 预料，预期，期待 

Do you anticipate meeting any trouble?  

I anticipate great pleasure from my visit to Paris. 

8. compact   a. 1). (of person or an animal) small, strong, and well-built  结实的
a compact body 

2). closely and neatly packed together  紧凑的，小巧的
compact disc (CD) 

What a compact office! How did you fit so much into so little space?  

9. compel    vt. make sb. do sth.; force 强迫，迫使 

We cannot compel you to do it, but we think you should. 

The rain compelled us to stay indoors.   

10. behalf      n. [U] interest; side  利益，方面 

on someone's behalf 

On behalf of my husband and myself I thank you. 

Ken is not present, so I shall accept the prize on his behalf. 

肯没出席，所以我将代表他领奖。 

11. innocent  a. 1). harmless  无恶意的 

It was an innocent question. Why get so worked up about it? 

It was an innocent remark; I didn't mean to hurt his feelings. 

2). not guilty of wrongdoing  清白的，无罪的，无辜的
A man should be supposed innocent of crime until he is proved guilty. 

They have put an innocent man in prison.

12. criticize (英criticise)    

vt. 1). point out the mistakes of sb. / sth. 批评，批判
She was criticized by name for her lack of leadership.

The report strongly criticizes the police for failing to deal with this problem. 

2). form and express a judgment on (a work of art, literature, etc.) 

(对艺术品、文学作品的) 评论
He taught students how to criticize the films.  

We're a group of artists who meet to discuss things and criticize each other's work.  

13. proclaim  vt. 1). make sth. known publicly  宣告，宣布，公布，声明
The ringing bells proclaimed the birth of the queen's son. 

A national holiday was proclaimed. 

2). show or make it clear  表明，显示
His accent proclaimed that he was a Scot.  

Wearing hats that proclaimed their favorite team the football fans flooded into the bar.   

14.  diplomatic   a. 1). skillful in dealing with people  有交际手段的，策略的，圆滑的
Ask him nicely; be diplomatic. 

They have to be more diplomatic in public speeches. 

2). of or about the profession, activity, or skill of managing international relations 

外交的
The two leaders have been involved in lengthy diplomatic discussions. 

Britain threatened to break off the diplomatic relations. 

15. hopeful   a. 1). (of a person) having hope  （指人）怀有希望的
I feel hopeful that we shall succeed. 

The doctors are not very hopeful about him. 

2). (of a sign, situation, etc.) giving hope; likely to succeed 

（指迹象、状况等）有希望的，有可能成功的
The future looks quite hopeful for him.  

This is hopeful news.  

16. somehow   ad. 1). in some way; by some means  以某种方法或方式，设法
We must stop him from seeing her somehow.

It won't be easy, but we we'll get across the river somehow. 

2). for a reason that is unknown  

Somehow the dogs had escaped.   

I always knew I'd get the job, somehow.

17. miserable  a. 1). causing unhappiness; unpleasant  使人痛苦的，令人讨厌的
They were living in miserable conditions.  

The weather report is for more miserable weather over the weekend. 

2). very unhappy or uncomfortable  痛苦的，悲惨的，可怜的
We could make life very miserable for you if you refuse to work with us. 

She's been so miserable since her son died. 

18. come up with   find or produce (an answer, a solution, etc.)  找到，想出 (答案，解决方法)

She came up with a new idea for increasing sales. 

I hope you can come up with a better plan than that.

19. win over   gain (sb.'s) support or favor  争得 (别人的) 支持或恩惠
She's against the idea, but I'm sure I can win her over. 

They've won over a lot of villagers since she's been leader of the party. 

20. hold one's breath    stop breathing for a short time 屏息
The whole country held its breath as it waited for news. 

The people held their breath as the young man climbed through the window. 

21. proceed to do   go on doing  继续做，继续进行
Having said how much she liked it, she then proceeded to criticize the way I'd done it. 

She accepted my invitation and then proceeded to say that people shouldn't own cars because they damage the environment.   

Detailed Study of the Text

1.… about seven months away. (Para.4)   

away: ad. “Away” is used to talk about future events. If an event is a week away, it will happen after a week.  

The exams are still six weeks away. 

The Washington summit is over a month away.   

2. My instructions are in my fingers. (Para.4)   

Meaning: (Unlike Auntie Suyuan who can only cook while looking at directions,) I am so skilled that I can prepare and cook without much thinking as if my fingers did it by themselves.    

3. I was hoping she would say something first concerning Rich. (Para.5)   

Meaning: I was hoping my mother would say something first about Rich (because that could mean she was interested in him).  

4. I had seen her expression when she opened the door, her forced smile as she surveyed him from head to toe, checking her judgment of him against that already given to her by Auntie Suyuan. (Para.5)   

Meaning: When she opened the door I had seen her face with an unnatural smile while she carefully looked at Rich all over his body. By doing so she tried to make sure whether her judgment of Rich was in agreement with what she had learned about Rich from Auntie Suyuan.  

forced smile: smile produced unwillingly (thus unnatural) or with difficulty  

Notice the use of “forced” in the following sentences:  

I thought their laughter was rather forced. 我认为他们的笑相当勉强。   

5. And unfortunately, he looked much younger with his curly red hair, smooth pale skin, and the splash of orange freckles across his nose. (Para.6)   

Meaning: He had curly red hair, smooth pale skin and orange freckles across his nose, which made him look much younger than me, and thus made it difficult for our relationship to be accepted.    

6. I could feel the goose bumps rise on my back. (Para.9)   

Meaning: I was so disappointed (when she mentioned the freckles) that I could feel the tiny lumps or thick or hard raised areas on my back.  

goose bumps: a condition in which the skin is temporarily raised into little lumps You get goose bumps when you are cold, frightened, or excited, etc. 

She would get goose bumps whenever he walked into the room. 

每当他走进房间的时候，她就要起一身鸡皮疙瘩。  

I’m goose bumps all over when I see a snake. 我一见到蛇就浑身起鸡皮疙瘩。 

7. I felt compelled to defend on his behalf, (Para.9)   

Meaning: I felt I was forced to speak in support of him and say something good for him.  

8. He had brought a bottle of French wine, something he did not know my parents could not appreciate. (Para.14)   

Meaning: He had brought a bottle of French wine, but he did not know that my parents did not like it.    

9. As is the Chinese cook’s custom, my mother always made negative remarks about her own cooking. (Para.15)   

Meaning: My mother always said something negative about her own cooking skills (to show her modesty) as most of the Chinese cooks do.  

make a remark: say something about ...  

Such unkind remarks should not have been made.  

make a few remarks 说几句话; 作短评    

as (is) ...: Here “as” is used as a relative pronoun, introducing a relative clause whose antecedent is not just a noun phrase, but a whole clause, or sentence.  

As is common knowledge, she is very popular among her students.   

In this sentence, “as” refers to (or has as its antecedent) the whole following clause:  

“she is very popular among her students”. The as-clause can also be placed at the end of the sentence:  

She is very popular among her students, as is common knowledge.   

When a sentential relative clause appears at the end of the whole sentence, “as” can be replaced by “which”. 

She is very popular among her students, which is common knowledge.  

More examples:  

As was expected, she has married again. 正如所料, 她又结婚了。  

Things then improved, as / which was unexpected.  

10. That night she chose to direct it toward her famous steamed pork and preserved vegetable dish, which she always served with special pride. (Para.15)   

Meaning: Usually my mother served her famous steamed pork and preserved vegetable dish with special pride (because she thought she was good at these dishes), but that night she decided to make some negative remarks about them to draw the other people’s attention to these dishes.     

11. This was our family’s cue to eat some and proclaim it the best she had ever made. (Para.17)   

Meaning: We understood this suggested that we might start to eat some and say it was the best my mother had ever made.  

12. And he proceeded to pour a riverful of the salty black stuff on the china plate, right before my mother’s shocked eyes. (Para.17)  

Meaning: After saying that, he poured a lot of soy sauce on the china plate just in front of my mother, which shocked my mother (for she had not expected anyone would do such a thing). Please note that Rich did that because he failed to understand what his girlfriend’s mother had really meant. And the mother and others failed to understand his response. A cultural difference can be seen here. That is, Americans tend to be direct and they usually mean what they say. Also, they tend to understand others according to what they say. Thus a lack of understanding arises in this context.  

13. And even though I was hopeful throughout the dinner that my mother would somehow see Rich’s kindness, his sense of humor and charm, I knew he had failed miserably in her eyes. (Para.18)   

Meaning: And even though I hoped throughout the dinner that my mother would in some way find Rich was kind and had a sense of humor and charm, I knew that my mother would not accept him.  

hopeful: a. fairly confident (that something that you want to happen will happen)  

I am hopeful that she will come tomorrow. 我相信她明天会来。  

I’m hopeful that they’ll fulfill the task on time. 他们会按时完成任务, 对这一点我是抱有希望的。  

Please notice that “be hopeful” very often has a that-clause as its complement, just as the above two examples show clearly. Another common complement after “be hopeful” is the prepositional phrase.  

He is very hopeful of success. 他对成功充满希望。  

Exercise:

Part I. Choose the best one answer from the following four choices

1. Some fish have a greater___A___for acid water than others..

A. tolerance    B. resistance      C. dependence       D. persistence

2.  When two people feeel the same about each other,their feeling are___
D_____.

    A. visible      B. common        C. joint            D. mutual

3.  I am not__B____with my roommate but I have to share  the room with her, because I have nowhere else to live.

A. concerned   B. compatible      C. considerate       D.complied

4.  His apartment on the twenty-second floor___D____ a little  park.

A. looks over   B. takes over       C. overtakes        D. overlooks

5.  ___A_____happenings proved that his plan was better than mine.

    A. Subsequent   B. Eloquent       C. Efficient         D. Frequent
Part II Translation

1. They know what is important for them, for _______________________________ (他们都经历过这场战争).

2.  __________________ (也许我不该问你), but  will you lend me some money?

3. They hoped to be able to move into their new  house at the end of the month, but ________

    _________________________ (事情进展并不如他们所期望的那样).

4. ________________________________ (这一次我们不计较你的错误行为), but don’t do it again.

5. After everyone was seated, the chairman  ___________________________(开始宣布他的计划). 

Key:

1. they have all gone through the war

2.I hesitate to ask you

3. things did work out as they had expected

4. We’ll overlook your bad behavior this time

5. proceeded to announce his plan.

Part III Writing

Topic: Wealth and Health

Tips for Writing

1. Give an idea. 

2. Make comments on the idea.

3. Present your own idea.

4. Support your idea with facts.

Some people think that wealth means everything. In their eyes, they can have anything done with enough money. Actually, health is more important than wealth. Health is the foundation of one’s success. If you become sick, it is nearly impossible for you to pursue your career successfully. On the other hand, a person suffering from illness can never enjoy his wealth.

Part IV Supplement

Proverb

All things are difficult before they are easy.万事开头难
It is the first step that costs troublesome.万事开头难
Be swift to hear ,slow to speak. 听宜敏捷，言宜缓行。
Custom is a second nature习惯是后天养成的。
Habit cures habit心病还需心药医
Hope for the best ,but prepare for the worst.抱最好的愿望，做最坏的打算
If you want knowledge, you must toil for it.要想求知，就得吃苦
It is easy to open a shop but hard to keep it always open创业容易守业难
It is the first step that costs troublesome.万事开头难
